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A GEXUS OF ACAXTHOPTEKYGIAy FISHES. 

By Tiieodork (Gll, LL. D. 



The universally accepted mime Elamte must uiifoi-tiimitely be 
supplanted by one entirely uiikiiowii to fame, overlooked by all natu- 
ralists, and found in no nomenclator. A brief history of the nomencla- 
ture of the jneniis is timely. 

In 1814 Dr. ^Mitchill, of Xew York, tirst described, as a new generic 
type, a fish which he called Ccntronotua spinosus. He specifically des- 
ignated the genus as ‘Miew^' and distinguished it by tlie broad head, 
distant eyes, prominent lower Jaw, and eight dorsal spines, besides other 
less important characters. It was apparently merely through a coin- 
cidence and natural fitness that he gave the same name as Lacepede 
had previously used for a heterogeneous genus, including the same 
sjiecies as well as the })ilot-fish. Xevertheless, the previous use of the 
name by both Schneider (1801) and Lacepede (1802), precludes the use 
for the genus of Mitchill. 

In 1820 Dr. Kaup treated of the same fish and gave to it the name 
lUivhyccntron typns. He gave a good diagnosis, erring only in attribut- 
ing seven rays to the ventral fins. The iblloAA ing abstract will prove 
this claim : 



RACHYCENTRON. GASTER08TEUS, Liuun ii.s. 

‘Mveimz. der Gattung. Zaline feiii imd borstenformig; Kn]>f i)lattgedriiokt ; 7 
Kiemeiistralilen. Urustllosseii kleiii; Han dill osseD 7 stralilig. Ersto Riicknnllosse 
eutliiilt frcyo von eiiiander eufernte Stadiehi. Zweyte Rilckendosse nnd die After- 
flosse laug, voni Scliwauzo imterschiedon, Sdiuppen feinA* 

Diese Gattnng hat selir viel iihiiliclies mit Kchmels nnd hat nnr die freyen Stacheln 
mit Ceuh'onotus gemeiu, die nieh dnreh den znsamniengedriickten Korper sehr von 
dieser nntershoidet. Eiue Art llavhifcenlrou I upas. 

The identity of the fish with the GastcrosienH canadu.s of Linmeiis, the 
^^Motta ■’ of Kussel and the Ceixupira'’ of ^Marcgrave, was recognized. 

In 1827 Kaup amended the name into IxacJucentroH and expressed 
his views as to the affinities of the genus in the following terms: 

Wegen de.s ])lattgedrnekten Kopt’ss, Ac., habe ich diese Art, welclie fast in alien 
Meeren verkommt, zii einer eigeneu Gattnng erhoben, welcho ainuachsten mit Teira- 
(jonurns verwandt ist. 
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Kaup ll 0 ^v lurtber identified tlie Scomher niger of Bloch, ('enironotns 
ganleuH of l.accprde. and Ceiitronotus spinosits of ^litehill with his 
species. 

In 18-!) (hivier first proposed tlie generic name with the French plu- 
ral form “/c.s* Elacates'' for the same geiiuSj basing on the ‘*Pedda 
mottah" the species EL motta,'' and for the Gentronoiifs spinosus sub- 
stituting the new name '^EL amerwana:' The ^^Gcixupira '' or Eeomher 
nUjer was retained in the same genus with the pilot-tislp as in the first 
edition, although those names are mere synonyms of the typical Elacate^ 
as had been recognized in 1827 by Kanp. 

In view of tliese facts, it will be obvious that adherence to the rules 
of priority coini)cls us to take* up Kaup's name for the genus in ques- 
tion, and for the family name, if the including group RACiiiCENTRiDyE 
should be employed. Those who adhere strictly to rules of priority 
and will retain all errors and slips because they were in the earliest 
names, will iirefer Bachycentridm Baehyceniron^ although the latter 
was merely a slip in Kaup's original memoir and was speedily corrected. 
I prefer to regard it as a typographical error and to take the later and 
correct form. 

Tlu‘ history of the nomenclature is epitomized in the following 
synonymy : 

Genus R ACHICENTRON. 

—Centrouotns, Mitciiill, Trans. Lit. Phil. 8oc. X. Y., I, p, 490, 1814. 
z=]iachyceut)'oiij Kai’p, Isis, XIX, col. 89, 1826. 

—liachiPeuiron, Kacp, Isis, XX, col. 624, 1827. 

-~Lvs ElaratrSf ClU'iER, Rogue Animal, 2. eU.,‘ II, p. 203, 1829, 
z^Elacate, Ccmep. ami Valenciennes, Hist. Xat. Poiss., VITI, p. 328, 1831. 

— Ehicate, Swainson, Xat. Hist. Fishes, etc., II, pp. 176, 243, 1839. 

<^Meladerma, Swainson, Xat. Hist. Fishes, etc.. II, pp. 176, 243, 1839, (Type 
.1/. iiigervima'^ ~ ‘‘ PeOda niottah,'’) 

(jOsterostCHS, sp., Linn.ecs et al. 

Ceutvoiioins, sp., LA(’EPki)E. 

The only now recognizable species rejoices in a very lai'ge number of 
names, as the following synonymy will show. This synonymy expresses 
the general belief of all recent ichthyologists. Nevertheless, it may 
well be that two or more species have been confounded, and at least a 
renewed critical and comparative examination of suflicient material is 
very desirable. 



RACHICENTRON CANADUM, 

(iusierostcus cunaduSy Linn.ecs, Syst. Xat., ed, 12, I, p. 491, 1766. 

Scoinher iiiger, Rlocii, Ichthyologic, X, p. 48, pi. cccxxxvii, 1797. 

Ceuironotns gavdeuii, Lac epede, Hist, Xat. Poiss., Ill, pp. 310, 318, 1802. 
[rVa/roHOfasj nige)\ Ccviep. Rcgne Animal, II, p. 320, 1817. 

Crntvonotas sgluostis, MiT(’HIL]., Trans. Iht. Phil. Soc. X. V., I, p. 490, pi. 3, fig. 
9, 181.5. 

* I.es Centronotns (Centronotns) sp., Cuvier, Rcgne Animal, 11, p. 321, 1817. 
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Each )jc€)\ iron tijpus, Katp, Isis, XIX, col. 89, 

Uachiceutron tifpus, IvAri’, Isis, col. 624, 1827. 

[XTitJfcrrt/es] iEgeVf Cu^'IFJ{, licgiie Animal, 2. <*(!., II, j). 203, 1829. 

El\_acafe1 motta^ CrviFH, Uc.i»iie Animal, 2. e<l., II, j). 203, 1829. 

EJ[acaie^ amer’uoua, rrviKii, Hcgno Animal, 2. ed., II, \k 20,3, 1829. 

EJacate po]i(Uecria)}a , and VALKX(a i;.\xes, Hist. Xat. Poiss., VIll, ji. 329, 

1831. 

EJacate motta, CrviKK ami A'alexciexxf.s, lli.st. Xat. Poiss., VIII, p. 3.32, pi. 
cc'xxxii, 1831. 

Elacatc malaharha, (A vieii and Vau:x( i kxxi.s. Hist. Xat. Poiss., A’lll, p. 332, 
1831. 

Elacatc atlantica, Cl’vieu and Vaij:xcii:xxes, Hist. A’at. l*oi.ss., \H1I, ]►. 331, pi. 
( <*xxxiH, 1831. 

Elaeate hinttaia, Cuviep and Vai.ex< iexxes, Hist. Xat. Poiss., Vlll, p. 338, 1831. 
Elacatc ailautica, S^VAIXS(>^3 X^nt. Hist, and Class. Fishes, II, p. 213, 1839. 
Meladcvma udjerrlnta, Swaix'sox\ X"at. His. and Class. Fishes, IT, p. 243, 1839. 
Xaacrafcs nUjcr, Swaixsox, X"at. Hist, and Class. Fishes, II, p. 245, 1839. 

Elacatc Canada, Dekav, X^. V. Fauna, Fishes, ji. 113, jd. xxv, hg. 77. 1842. 

Elacate falcipinnls, Cosse, X’at. Soj. .lainaiea, p. 208, 1851. 

Elacatc nigra, GCxtiiek. Cat. Fish. Brit. 31iis., IT, p. 375, I860. 



